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Season one of Larry David's
hit HBO show is now
DVD... and we're enthused!
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From Super Bowl commercials
to Wheaties boxes, the grads
who really made it big
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FUSA regroups after recent cabinet resignations
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

In an effort to restore stability to the
student government, FUSA President Kevin
Neubauer '05 has filled in one of the positions recently vacated after three Cabinet
members resigned in protest.
Katherine Petta '05 has been named to
replace Malu Gonzalez '04 as Corresponding Executive immediately, though Petta

does so without any of the training normally
given for the position.
"I am honored to be given the chance to
take on this role and am confident that with
the help of Senate and the rest of the Executive Board we can accomplish all our goals,"
said Petta, who will also retain her position
as FUSA's Senate Majority Leader.
Neubauer currently has no plans on filling the two remaining Cabinet positions.

"This late in the year, it would be a disservice to FUSA to pull people out of other
places to fill these spots," he said. "Instead,
we will have senators joining in Executive
Board meetings to help and everyone will
step up in less official ways."
Gonzalez and two other students resigned because of the abrupt firing of Director of Student Activities Donna Schimdt
and an encounter with Associate Dean of

Students Matt Dinnan where they claim he
"lost control." The trio felt like a complete
breakdown in communication reduced
FUSA's ability to perform.
Petta does not share their views.
"I had no apprehensions about taking
this job. I am just happy to take on the responsibility," she said.
SEE "FORMER" ON P.
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Rep. Shays
to discuss
Patriot Act

/

BY ETHAN FRY
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Live and in person: Third Eye Blind plays at Pepperdine University last spring. FUSA recently named them as the choice for spring concert. Tickets will run approximately $20.

Third Eye Blind chosen for spring concert
BY MIKE THEILE

Ben Harper. 112. Howie Day. All these
groups generated a mixed reception when they
were booked at Fairfield University in years
past and this semester appears to be more of
the same, with Third Eye Blind accepting a
bid to play the spring concert.
"I think we will satisfy the student's needs
for a good concert this spring," said FUSA
President Kevin Neubauer '05. "There was
a lot of student interest with the survey, so I
think it will be a success."

FUSA posted a survey online to see what
students would prefer for a concert. Counting
Crows was first in the poll, then Third Eye
Blind, Simple Plan, 50 Cent, and The Roots,
according to Jillian Grant, FUSA vice president for programming. Going along with the
survey, FUSA decided to only put bids in for
the top two choices.
"We put in a bid for the Counting Crows,
but they are not doing a college tour," said
Neubauer. "So then we put in a bid for Third
Eye Blind, and they accepted it."
Third Eye Blind accepted a $45,000 bid

and the concert will take place on April 24 at
Alumni Hall. The concert will cost around
$20 for a student, which is lowest cost FUSA
can manage, according to Grant.
Some students have reacted positively
to the upcoming concert.
"Past concerts that FUSA put on never
really interested me," said Laura Vele '05.
"But I think this is a big name to have here,
and it should be great."

SEE "OPENING" ON P.
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Rep. Christopher Shays, RCT will come to Fairfield University this Saturday to participate in
an open forum about the so-called
"Patriot Act."
After the
Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, Congress passed
sweeping legislation dubbed
the Patriot Act.
The
bill
gave law enSHAYS
forcement new
surveillance and detention powers,
and was passed by Congress with
overwhelming support.
The bill expires in 2005, and
despite the Bush administration
pressure to renew it, more and
more scrutiny has been given to
the bill's powers and apparent
abuses.
Shays hopes to listen to concerns at this Saturday's forum,
which takes place at the Dolar
School of Business dining room
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
"While I voted in support
of the Patriot Act, many people
I respect have concerns about
the bill and I have not ruled
out the possibility of voting to amend it, should I be
persuaded by their remarks,"
Shays said.
SEE "SHAYS" ON

p. 4

2 FEBRUARY 5, 2004

,Thc

NEWS

MIRROR

Dattco bus hits two parked cars at townhouses
BY MEGAN MAHONEY

Two students' cars were extensively
damaged when a Dattco bus took a turn too
widely outside the 1 Block of the Townhouses at 11:10 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 23.
A silver Subaru Impreza owned by
Nathan Rosencranz'05 suffered the most
damage of three vehicles involved in the
accident.
"I don't have an exact estimate yet, but
it is going to be over $5,000 worth of damage," said Rosencranz.
The right rear bumper of the Dattco bus
hit the Subaru while making a left hand turn
outside of the townhouses. The bus' bumper
scraped the entire left side of the Subaru and
hooked the front bumper, dragging it several
feet forward, hitting a Nissan Altima parked
in front of it.
There was significant damage to the
left rear bumper, entire left side and the
front bumper of the Subaru, according to
the security report.
"I don't think I will get my car back
for another month, if not two," said Rosencranz.
Although no one was injured, Dattco's
insurance company will pay for the vehicle

Contributed photo

Fender bender: This Subaru Impreza owned by Nathan Rosencranz '05 bore the brunt of the damage in a recent accident.
damages.
"Last week, the insurance company
said that they accept responsibility which
is something good out of this situation,"
said Rosencranz.
The Nissan Altima sustained significant
damage to the rear bumper, while the bus has
limited damage to its rear bumper. The owner
of the Nissan Altima declined to comment.
The accident was reported to security
by the bus driver, who stopped and inspected
the damage after the hit, and by two female
student witnesses.
The crash may have occurred because one
of the cars was illegally parked in a fire lane.
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"This illegally parked car was a contributing factor in the incident," said Assistant
Security Director Frank Ficko.
The bus driver, whose name has not
been released, had to stay too far to the
right side of the road in order to avoid the
tail end of that car. As a result, the rear of
the bus did not clear the parallel-parked cars
while making the turn, causing the bus to hit
the car on the left.
A verbal warning was given to the
driver of the car parked in the fire lane.
The security department is leading the
investigation but maintains that it was simply an unfortunate accident.
"We investigated the incident and
made out the report," said Ficko. "All parties involved have access to the report but
must submit it to their insurance companies
independently and then the repairs can be
started."
This accident has many students worried
about the safety of their own parked vehicles.
"It happened right outside my house,
and now I am concerned about parking my
car near the bus route," said Robyn Atka-

chunas '05, a Mirror staff member. "Why
would I even consider parking my car where
it could get hit?"
Other students do not seem fazed by
the incident and will continue to park at
their own risk.
"I feel bad for the kid who's car got hit,
but its not like this sort of thing happens
all the time," said Greg Turner '05. "So, I
am not really concerned about where I park
my car."
Rosencranz is hopeful that the repairs on
his car can begin as early as next week, pending a vehicle check by an insurance adjuster.
The process has been slowed by insurance companies and the parties involved.
Rosencranz had to wait for a copy of the
accident report for about one week.
"It took forever to get a hold of Dattco
who had to report the accident to their insurance company," he said.
Rosencranz is happy the repairs can
begin quickly but, he reported he will no
longer be riding the bus.
"I'm a little unhappy with the situation," he said.

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT
CASEY AMMERMAN
Tuesday, January 27
4:21 p.m. -A vehicle was vandalized in the Regis lot. This is under investigation.
6:40 p.m. - A hit and run was reported at the townhouses. This is under investigation.
12:09 p.m. -There was a narcotics violation in a residence hall.
Thursday, January 29
2:24 p.m. -A laptop was stolen from the School of Business. Fairfield Police Department was notified.
Friday, January 30
12:23 p.m. -The fire alarm equipment was tampered with on the Jogues ground floor.
Anyone with information is asked to contact security.
1:05 a.m. -A suspicious person was reported. The person was identified as a guest
of a student.
2:12 a.m. -An assault was reported. All parties were identified and referred to judicial.
Sunday, February 1
10:32 p.m. -A window on the first floor of the campus center was smashed.
Monday, February 2
11:54 a.m. -A burnt piece of paper was removed and collected for evidence from the
lobby of Jogues. Anyone with information is asked to please contact security.
12:31 p.m. -A credit card was removed from a student's wallet while in the library.

lifci.. 1 lUNb
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.
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Students irate over phone solicitation
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
The most important thing to
a college student, after partying,
has to be sleep.
So, imagine your phone
wakes you up at 9 a.m. After
picking it up, thinking a phone
call this early must be something
important, you are greeted by the
voice of yet another telemarketer
offering you yet another credit
card. This situation is becoming more of a common routine
at Fairfield.
Students at Fairfield, as well
as universities all over the country, have become accustomed to
being solicited to get credit cards
by phone and through their campus mail. In the most recent DOS
Bulletin, released by the Dean of
Students on Jan. 28, this issue was
addressed.
The bulletin said "Fairfield
University, as a matter of policy
and standard procedure, does not
share information about students
to third parties so that students
can be solicited for products and
services."
It added that companies do
obtain this information, and students should notify the Office of
the Dean of Students if they receive outside solicitations through

Photo illustration by Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Rude awakening: Julie McLoughlin '05 wakes up to annoying
solicitatoin phonecalls in her dorm room.
campus mail or e-mail.
It has become commonplace
for students to receive a letter in
their campus box addressed to
them for a Discover card or to
receive phone calls asking for
them specifically by name to apply for another Visa. Such personal interactions have caused
students to question how these
companies manage to receive
their specific box number or
campus extension.
When asked how these outside companies obtain private student information if the university
does not share this information,
Dean of Students Mark Reed said,
"people guess e-mail addresses
and box numbers all the time."

Some students do not simply
accept this explanation.
"I've moved three times
in three years and every year
they [outside companies] know
my name and phone number,"
said Lauren Fedechena '05. "If
companies are able to find out
my number every year, then the
university should do something
more to protect my privacy."
For other students the issue
is not simply the solicitation, but
the hours during which students
are contacted.
"They [the companies] call
knowing who I am and that I go to
Fairfield," said Patrick McHugh
'06. "I'm not happy that they call
at odd hours, I don't tolerate that

at home, so why should I have to
tolerate it here?"
"They always call at annoying times when you're sleeping or
hung-over," said Adam Klich '06.
Contrary to these student
opinions, Reed said there have
not been a number of complaints
to his office or to others that he
has checked with.
"There is no problem at Fairfield that I am aware of," he said.
"All I wanted students to know
(with the bulletin) is that the university considers their information to
be private and acts accordingly."
The Fairfield University undergraduate student telephone and
address guide (S.T.A.G.) is given
out to students every year, with
student approval that their personal information can be printed.
This guide states that the misuse
of the guide for unauthorized
mailings will cause prosecution
to the fullest extent of the law.
"If the university doesn't
give out our numbers then this is
the only way companies can find
them," said Fedechena. "Maybe
Fairfield should actually start
prosecuting."
Reed suggested students
exercise good judgment and
caution to protect their private
information.

StagWeb to offer 24-hour access soon
BY TARA LYNCH

When Caitlin Winters '05 sat down at a
local Internet cafe in Florence, Italy last semester to register for classes, she often ran into
a big problem—StagWeb didn't work.
Winters is not alone. Students studying
abroad in Europe cannot access their e-mail
accounts during the middle of the day due to
the time difference and the three hours StagWeb shuts down for repairs each night.
"We couldn't get access to the website
until 2 p.m., which is when most of us are in
class," said Winters. "It made for a difficult
situation, especially during registration. Unfortunately, there wasn't much we could do. I
didn't contact the university because I thought
my complaints would fall on deaf ears."
However, upcoming changes will make
the StagWeb system accessible 24 hours a
day, potentially making life a little easier for
Fairfield students both here and abroad.
"During the next several months, Administrative Computing will be implementing a
newer version of StagWeb ... this will provide
the university community true 24-7 access to
StagWeb," said Kevin Clancy, account executive for Computing and Network Services.
The change will occur between now and
June, and will be available to students as soon
as the new version of the system performs well
in a test environment, according to Clancy.
Currently, the StagWeb system shuts
down between 3 a.m. and 6 a.m., while the
system administrators back up system data.
However, a change to "hot" backups will
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Globetrotters: E-mails are a major source of
communication for students abroad.
allow system administrators to back up data
while keeping StagWeb online.
The change will be especially helpful to
students studying abroad in Europe who lose
access to registration information and e-mail
during the middle of the day.
"It was irritating that other students from
other home universities were able to check
their school e-mail at any hours, while we had
to make it something that fit into our schedule," said Winters.
However, StagWeb administrators believe that the updated system will solve the
problem.
"Hot backups allow the StagWeb system
to be backed up while the system is live. This
might not seem significant to those that use it
on campus, but to students abroad it would be
a significant improvement," Clancy added.
"Students abroad have a unique challenge regarding the time of day that they use
StagWeb. For example, a student in London,

England trying to access StagWeb between 8
a.m. and 11 a.m. will not be able to due to the
backup procedures running from 3 a.m. to 6
a.m. EST Currently, when the StagWeb is
backed up each night, the StagWeb application is brought offline. When the system is
offline, the user community cannot access
StagWeb. Hot backups will eliminate this
issue," said Clancy.
Backing up computer systems is a common practice within the management information industry, according to Clancy. During
these backups system information is stored
off-site so that in the event of a disaster, such
as fire or flooding, the data could be restored
back onto the computer system.
Students on campus see the switch to hot
backups as a necessary change.
"I didn't see why it was necessary to shut
[StagWeb] down every night for repairs when
other universities have access to their e-mail
throughout the day," said Lauren Fedechena
'05.
"The change will help out," said Fedechena. "It makes sense to have 24-hour access
to our accounts."
Winters said the improvement to the system will solve the problems encountered by
many students who are abroad.
"I wish [this] ... had been put into effect
while I was in Italy, but I am happy to hear
that they are going to do it within the next few
months so the future study abroad students
will benefit from this change," said Winters.
"I know it will make their time abroad a lot
less frustrating."
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FUSA election
season begins
BY RYAN BLAIR

The Fairfield University Student Association kicked off the
spring election season on Tuesday night as potential candidates
gathered for a mandatory meeting
in the campus center.
More than 40 students from
the freshman, sophomore, and junior classes registered their campaigns for senate, class council,
Vice President of Programming,
VP of Senate, and FUSA President
with the Student Activities office.
Now there is just the matter
of obtaining 50 signatures from
members of the student body in
support of their campaigns.
Four juniors will challenge
the first incumbent president of
FUSA running for re-election in
the history of the organization.
The incumbent, Kevin Neubauer '05, is seeking a second
term because "FUSA has had
undeniable success under the direction of Vice-President Geoffrey
Cook, Vice-President Jillian Grant,
Chairman Aaron Baker, Chief
Frank Jurczak and myself. There
is no substitute for experience."
Presidential candidate Paul
Duffy '05, who was distinctly
dressed for the occasion in jacket
and tie, says he is running for the
office of president because "Simply,
I want to make FUSA fun again."
Rory B utterly '05 wants to
take over the reigns of the student
body because he feels he has a lot
to contribute to the school from his
own personal experiences.
Frank Arrigo '05 outlined his
goals for his campaign when he
summarized, "As potential FUSA
president, I look forward to the
possible opportunity to make a
positive impact leaving a lasting
impression on the superb faculty
and student body."
Ben Manchak '05 stated his
mission when he said, "I've made
the decision to run for FUSA President because I would like to see
FUSA become far more approachable and more reactive with respect
to the wishes and concerns of the
student body of Fairfield."
With so many candidates in
the running for FUSA's most coveted office, a primary election will
be held Feb. 17 in order to determine the two leading candidates.
The general election, determining the official leader of the
Fairfield student body and the
legislative body supporting him,
will be conducted Feb. 24.
Election time is one of the
more interesting times of year on
campus. "I believe this year's election is going to be a really interesting one, especially in the race for
the president," said Class of '07
senate candidate Jerry Pittman.
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Former cabinet members look for an apology
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

Petta also hopes to contact Gonzalez to help ease her
transition into the role.
"I have not spoken with Malu yet, but I hope to talk to
her about the job and get her input," Petta said.
Gonzalez would be more than happy to help.
"No one had notified me she was given the position,
but I think she'll be great," Gonzalez said. "She has been
very involved in FUSA and I'd be happy to give her any
advice if she contacts me."
The recent flurry of activity came just days before Neubauer announced he will seek another term as the leader of
Fairfield's student government.

Meanwhile, Dean of Students Mark Reed steered clear
of the controversy and would not say whether Dinnan was
questioned about the incident last semester or about any
possible sanctions Dinnan would face.
"I will not comment on matters related to
employees of the university," he said. "Moreover, there
is a grievance process for students to utilize if they feel it
necessary."
However, Erin Fredericks '04, the former External
Exectuive Assistant who resigned last week, said she has
tried to contact Reed to no avail.
"We called his office immediately after the incident
occurred last December and again this week but he did not
talk to us," Fredericks said. She also said a meeting has

Shays hopes to engage
in dialogue with community
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"Saturday's forum will allow me to
hear constituents' questions and to engage
in dialogue to further understand their
concerns."
Still, Shays defended his initial vote in
support of the bill.
"Terrorists will strike
again," he said. "It is not
a question of if, but of
when, where and what
magnitude. The Patriot
Act empowers our intelligence and law enforcement communities to play
vital roles in helping the
ORMAN
United States win this
race."
Dr. Don Greenberg, a professor of politics and an expert on free speech issues, said
Shays should oppose the bill.
"Chris Shays should work to repeal
the Patriot Act," Greenberg said. "Most of
the provisions of the Patriot Act are gross
violations of our civil liberties which have
very little real intelligence value."
Dr. John Orman, another politics professor, concurred.
"Students should plan to attend the
open forum to hear a discussion of the new
Patriot Act because if the new version of this

: PATRIOT ACT :
: PROBLEMS :
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According to Dr. Greenberg, *
these are some of the worst provi- *
sions of the Patriot Act:
• "The sneak and peek warrant *
lets the government obtain a search *
warrant with a standard far less then ,
probable cause and then search *
your home and never tell you that '
they have done so."
• "The right of the government *
to obtain information about you from *
your library, and not only must the 1
library comply, but under penalty of *
law cannot tell you of the inquiry ."
• "The sharing of information *
about you between government •
agencies ostensibly for purposes of s
terrorist activities but which can be *
used for any purpose."
*
• "[The Patriot Act] widely ex-s
pands government rights to wire *
tap, including roving wire taps and .
to get information about you from *
the Internet."
*

bill passes, it might be the last time people
will be allowed to congregate at all!" Orman said.

ADVERTISEMENT

NICO
Free concert
FRIDAY NIGHT
8:00 p.m. @ the Levee
Sponsored by WVOF 88.5 FM & FUSA

been scheduled with Reed's boss, Vice President of Student
Services William Schimpf, to discuss the grievance process
and investigate using it.
"I was not even aware of any grievance process,"
Fredericks said. "This is exactly the kind of thing the
Director of Student Activities could help explain, but they
fired her and didn't replace her, so we have to figure this
out ourselves."
At the very least, Fredericks hopes those involved offer
some sort of public apology.
"The worst part about this whole ordeal is that neither
Kevin nor Dinnan have offered any kind of apology or
acknowledgment of our work," she said. "Neither of them
seems sorry that this happened at all."

Opening act to be announced
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

Fans of the band are also excited to
have them coming to campus.
"I have seen Third Eye Blind six times
in concert," said Bethany Chiappetta '04.
"They put on a great show and I can't wait
to see them again."
Some students wished FUSA attempted to make another choice or bid on
a different band.
"I would definitely rather have 50
Cent as a concert," said Zack Morrison
'07. "Third Eye Blind doesn't have the
capability to get a crowd going like 50
Cent. Plus he has so many popular songs
and most people like him."
Third Eye Blind, ahe San Francisco
rock band, has been a well-renowned group
throughout the late 90s and holds a more

famed past than Fairfield's previous performers. Their popular and melodic postgrunge music made the group's first single,
"Semi-Charmed Life," a number one modern rock hit in the spring of 1997.
"For a spring concert, Third Eye Blind
is a great choice," said Joe Fomenko '04.
"And as long as Howie Day does not open
for them, I'll be happy."
As of now Neubauer said he does not
know who will be opening for the band.
Third Eye Blind will highlight the
spring festivities, along with Dogwoods
Dance and Siblings Weekend, according
to Neubauer.
"This is quite possibly the biggest pick
up in my four years here," said Frank Marx
'04. "The O. A.R concert was tremendous,
and this should be too, but I only wish it
was in the quad and not in Alumni Hall."

^ CLASSIFIEDS
*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.

Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1

Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com

USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)
Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps
Earn 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & $$

RUBB Natural Bath & Beauty seeks part-time sales associates for all shifts in Westport. Call David at 203-273-5995 or e-mail us at info@rubbnatural.com.

MOVIE EXTRA'S /
MODELS NEEDED
Local & Statewide Productions
No Exp. Req'd, All Looks & Ages
Minor & Major Roles Avail.
EARN UP TO $300 / DAY
1-800-818-7520

Join Americas #l Student Tour Operator
Jamaica, Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco and Florida.

Sell Trips at Fairfield... Earn Cash and Go Free!
Cali for group discounts.

l-800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Josh or Keith at (203) 256-6594 for more information.
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Editor: Gwen Nolan
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EDITORIAL
Editorial Board:
Ethan L. Fry - Editor in Chief
Keith B. Whamond - Managing Editor
Gwen Nolan - Commentary Editor
Eileen Arnold - Assistant Commentary Editor

Fixing FUSA
Elections for the Fairfield University Student
Association are once again just around the corner, and it
appears the cast of candidates for all offices this year is a
diverse mix of interesting people.
As a campus media organization, The Mirror strives to
be a watchdog for students to let them know how FUSA is
performing. After all, $85 of every student's $485 "General
University Fee" goes to FUSA, so we all deserve to get
our money's worth. And despite an improved performance
from FUSA this year, that does not seem to be the case.
Don't get us wrong, it was great for FUSA to get Dave
Chappelle last fall, and despite it not being 1996, Third
Eye Blind is still a big name band. More so than Howie
Day, at least.
Incidentally, The Mirror's April 4, 2003 editorial
criticizing FUSA mentioned the fact that Sacred Heart
University got Dave Chappelle to perform last year, while a
letter to the Editor a week later mentioned the fact that York
College had Third Eye Blind perform. It is encouraging
that FUSA appears to be open to constructive criticism.
More than just concerts, FUSA is meant to make a
positive difference to student life at Fairfield. The power
that FUSA wields is substantial, and it has the opportunity
to fix some of the problems which students deal with every
day. In addition to worrying about weekend programming,
FUSA has the ability to truly champion student rights,
make differences where there are injustices, and make all
student life a little bit more smooth. Do they do this right
now? We're not so sure.
FUSA needs to get motivated. When prominent
members of FUSA are quitting in protest and calling
for reform, something clearly needs to be done. More
importantly, now is the perfect time to do it. Kevin
Neubauer has a great opportunity to actually fix the
problems in FUSA, and with his re-election campaign
starting next week, students have the chance to judge
how well he has done so.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority
of The Mirror Editorial Board.
What is your opinion?
Write to us: commentary@fairfieldmirror.com

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once recieved, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Grade inflation produces inadaquate graduates
To The Editor:
In rejecting my proposal to combat grade
inflation at Fairfield, Dr. Alan Katz stated that "as
long as the standards remain high," we need not be
concerned about grade inflation. Yet exit surveys of
Fairfield seniors show that 68 percent of the class of
2001 (77 percent of the men), spent ten hours or fewer
studying outside of class. "Or fewer" can reach as
low as 4 hours per week; in* 1996, 17 percent of the
Fairfield senior class reported spending 3-5 hours per
week studying outside of class. Given a five-course
load, this means that the majority of undergraduates
are passing through Fairfield on approximately 20
hours of work per week.
How can any university claim to be maintaining
"high standards" when it is possible to pass through its
core and a major program with a 20 hour work week?
What standard of academic performance is Dr. Katz

thinking of that can be achieved on four hours a day,
five days a week? What full-time job or career path
requires so little time?
If in fact grade inflation is not a problem at
Fairfield, then let us make every professor's and
every department's grading patterns a matter of
public record. If there is no reason for concern, why
not post every professor's grading patterns on their
doors for all to see? If a professor is ashamed of his
or her grading patterns, then those patterns should be
changed, but if not, then surely the professor would
not be afraid of revealing them.
Sincerely,
William Abbott
Associate Professor
Department of History

Student takes issue with Abbott's remarks
To The Editor:
I would like to address Dr.
William Abbott's reasons behind
his proposal to combat grade
inflation ("Grades rise"). Drawing
from the article, it appeared that
Dr. Abbott based his proposal on
information gathered from surveys.
I would be interested in seeing
these surveys, what questions
were asked and what percentage
of the Fairfield population was
interviewed. Vague references
to mysterious surveys are not
evidence that Fairfield students
study less and party more than
other students.
I would also strongly question
Dr. Abbott's correlation between
SAT scores and academic grades.

As a professor, he should know
better than anyone that the SATs
do not measure intelligence. They
can be biased and are not a direct
determinate of how well or hard a
student may work in class.
These issues aside, I felt Dr.
Abbott's statement that Fairfield
students are utterly passive and
anti-intellectual was incredibly
insulting. The students I have
had the privilege of being in
class with actively participate in
class discussions, take an interest
in the material being covered
and contribute to an overall
successful learning environment.
By his generalizations, Dr. Abbott
has offended every hard-working
student at this institution.
Finally, I don't believe that

Dr. Abbott's proposal will end
supposed grade inflation. Having
the average grade and number
of people in a class will not free
students of the fear of taking hard
courses. Rather it will tell them
only how many people were in
the class and what the average
grade was. The article noted that
other institutions that had a similar
system saw no change.
Dr. Abbott seemed to be
attacking the students rather than
a system that may encourage
professors to inflate grades. In
doing so, he demeaned four years
of hard work.
Sincerely,
Christine Carpino '04
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Handicapped in the snow at EU.
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
Over winter break I had surgery on my foot which left
me on crutches for a month, including some time when I
came back to Fairfield. Having never been on crutches
before, I had no idea what a hassle they would be at home
and I had no idea what problems I would encounter upon
coming back to school.
I must say the security department
was very helpful about giving me a
temporary faculty parking pass so I
could drive to my classes instead of
trying to hobble my way from Claver.
This has definitely made my daily
routine much easier.
I did expect that I would need a
parking pass once I returned to school
so I could make it to my classroom
buildings. What I did not expect is
needing a friend with me practically
every second so I could actually make
it to class.
As if hobbling around with a
medical boot on my foot wasn't difficult enough to deal
with, between maneuvering the ice sheet formally known
as the doorway to Claver and trying to open the surprisingly
heavy doors to Canisius and Donnarumma, each day became
an exhausting and sometimes impossible obstacle course.
Then it snowed again. The official university website
has an entire section devoted to weather emergencies and

how to adapt for the physically disabled. In short, the site
says that pathways from parking lots, walkways and stairs at
building entrances should be cleared to ensure convenience
for all students. As we've all seen, university policy and
Fairfield reality are often two completely different things.
So as of last Wednesday I have been slipping and sliding
my way through the snow and slush to get around campus
(and no, medical boots don't provide such great traction on
ice, or protection from the snow).
Not to say that Fairfield does not
have any accommodations for the
handicapped. There are automated
doors in Bannow which are very
helpful, and elevators situated around
campus if you have time to wait for
them. What I am trying to say is that no
college is truly handicapped-friendly.
Fairfield has hills, steps and snow,
that's reality and we can only change
it to an extent (ahem, shovel...).
I can also say that I'm extremely
thankful to everyone who helped me
around campus while I needed it, and
to those who are permanently disabled I now have a newfound sense of awe and respect. You are definitely much
stronger people than I could ever be. So the next time you
see someone having some trouble making it through the
snow or trying to get into a building, handicapped or not,
help them out - you never know when you might be that
kid in the future!

Jobs hopefully in the future
(for the liberal arts majors, too!)
BY MEREDITH MCKENNA

The post-graduation report of 2003 Fairfield grads
reveals that their average salary is $39,027. Personally, I'd
rather have my parents direct-deposit Fairfield payments
into my bank account to jump start my own career, but I
guess I should have stayed a marketing major because I
have yet to convince them.
Case in point, while at Harvard Conan O'Brien majored
in Literature and U.S. History. No wonder he's so funny—he
had to amuse himself to keep awake. The witty Jon Stewart
majored in psychology at the College of William and Mary.
Can you imagine "Dr." Jon Stewart as your shrink? He'd
have endless material for his show. Is there a correlation
between liberal arts and late-night TV success? Hope so!
No one can expect to land a job overnight. You can and
should do whatever you want to do. A few suggestions:
design the next Vera Bradley pattern, apply to be in season
two of "The Apprentice," look for the weapons of mass
destruction, but just don't let 10 courses in a specific field
determine your life.

Remember how excited you were when you landed
your first job? Whether it meant scooping ice cream, waiting
tables or hawking retail, everyone can identify. Even so,
people go to college to escape from these name-tag jobs.
The big question after graduation, especially if you're in
the liberal arts, is what can you do with your degree? What
can't you do is more like it.
With a little over three months left on the shot-clock
until graduation, some seniors may be wondering if they
will be making a return as baggers at the local PigglyWiggly. Most students have probably spent more time
complaining about Barone cuisine than they have thought
about their future. This is it, next stop mom and dad's
finished basement.
Some liberal arts majors may fear that their major will
limit their career choices. Wrong. Now you're thinking like
a business student. Liberal arts students are supposed to
be open-minded. While business
students tend to have more focus and
job contacts as a result of starting thenmajor courses early in their college
careers, liberal arts students should
not think that they will be blacklisted
because of their chosen interests.
Michael Dalton, Director of the
Career Planning Center, explained
the appeal of a Fairfield education.
Dalton noted that recruiting companies
appreciate the "Fairfield experience,"
recognize the "accomplishments
of students" and realize that Stags
are "part of a community." Who
knew? The CPC has so many great
resources—career panels are offered
and there are counselors to help
tweak a resume or polish interviewing
techniques. It does everything short of Show us the money: Fairfield's class of 2003 earned an average annual salary of $39,027 last year. Will the class of 2004 be so lucky?
handing you your first paycheck.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
99f BY MEREDITH CLINTON 99
Are you planning to vote in a
primary? If so, in what state?
Yeah I'm going to, but
I'm still deciding. I'm
voting in New York.
—Geoff Gaiss '06

Yeah, John Kerry,
I'm from Massachusettes.
—Leigh Spellane '06

93

/ live in Connecticut
and I'll probably vote for
John Edwards.
-David Baehr '04
«

/ don't thisnk I can; I'm an
independent. I'm politically confused.
"- Mike Barret '07
4}<jj

Sure, in Connecticut. I'm
stoked.
-Jesse Cushman '06

Negative. Not planning
on voting. I haven't even
registered yet.
—Ryan Darmofal '07

www.hbo.com
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Uncurbed enthusiasm for 'Curb Your Enthusiasm
HBO releases first season of popular series on DVD
BY ETHAN FRY

When "Seinfeld" left the NBC
airwaves, I think we all felt a void
in that part of our soul that delights
in examining the debilitating ennui
that societal life sometimes puts on
each and every one of us. Lucky
for us, "Seinfeld" co-creator Larry
David began the HBO comedy series "Curb Your Enthusiasm," and
now that ennui is back and better
than ever, minus the ubiquitous
Superman references, of course.
Fans of the popular show also
received another gift recently,
when the complete first season was
released on DVD and VHS. The
set includes 10 episodes, plus a
one-hour special and an interview
with David conducted by Bob Costas. For just about anyone, the set
will be a superb addition to any
DVD collection.
The show is a mostly-improvised sitcom surrounding David's

post-Seinfeld life. "Curb" grew
out of a 1999 HBO Special starring David in which he bails on
a showcase standup performance
because of pre-show jitters, but
tells HBO that his stepfather is
in a coma from a car accident.
If anyone else did that, horror
and condemnation would be appropriate responses; because it's
David, who was the basis for the
uber-neurotic George Costanza
character on "Seinfeld," we find
it positively hilarious.
The show has almost no plot
or sub-themes (even less than
"Seinfeld"), and surrounds little
more than David's everyday life,
involving his wife, played by
Cheryl Hines, his manager, played
by Jeff Garlin, Richard Lewis as
himself, and Susie Essman as his
manager's wife.
The show is also directed
admirably by Robert B. Weide,
whose other projects include

documentaries on Lenny Bruce,
The Marx Brothers and W.C.
Fields.
The central foundation of the
show is that hilarity ensues pretty
much everywhere Larry David
goes: a trip to the supermarket,
a test-drive in his friend's classic
car, going to the mall to replace a
pair of shoes, or buying a birthday
gift. David finds the comedy in all
of these situations, and all of us go
through the same things every day
of our lives; it is that resonance
that makes the show so relatable,
even though none of us have millions upon millions of dollars and
a mansion in California.
What makes the show even
more remarkable is the amazing
creativity of the whole cast. There
is no real script for episodes; cast
members are given scene outlines
and improvise most of the dialogue. This production element
adds a fresh, spontaneous feel

to every show that wasn't even
possible with "Seinfeld," and is
probably responsible for the best
one-liners on "Curb," like Richard Lewis exclaiming "I'm like
Himmler's ghost here!" outside a
movie theater.
Another thing that's great
about the show is that profanity is
used a lot more, because it is on
HBO. Don't get me wrong, it's not
an Andrew Dice Clay special or
anything, but for those of us who
are comparably as neurotic and
curmudgeonly as David, profanity occupies a special, crucial spot
in our lexicon.
A smattering of curses also
makes the show a heck of a lot
more realistic than most, because
this show more than any other
features dialogue that actually
sound like real conversations we
hear everyday, and that more than
anything else is what makes comedy great.

The Complete First Season: The best of the best
Episode 1: "The Pants
Tent"
An extra baggy pair of
pants leads to Larry's consternation when he goes to see a
movie with one of his wife's
friends. He also gets into a
fight with Richard Lewis' girlfriend. Hilarity ensues!
Best line: "I feel like Himmler's ghost here!"
Episode 7: "Aamco"
Larry mishears an Aamco
commercial while test-driving
his friend's classic car, and
—

he gets rear-ended by an
irate driver as a result. He
befriends a mechanic specializing in classic cars, but one
stray comment threatens the
situation. Hilarity ensues!
Best line: "When's the next
•meeting of the Young Republicans Club?"
Episode 8: "Beloved
Aunt"
Cheryl's aunt commits
suicide, and the whole family comes out for the funeral.
Awkward moments abound

when Larry offers some advice
to Cheryl's sister's boyfriend,
and when the newspaper
makes a mistake with the
obituary Larry places. Hilarity
ensues!
Best line: "When I was
dating, I would wait four
months before I made a breast
move."
Episode 9: "Affirmative
action"
Larry makes an off-color
joke that fails, and things
get even more complicated

because of his wife's dermatitis and his attempt to bribe
the maitre d' at a restaurant.
Guess what? Hilarity ensues!
Best line: "I'm a schmuck...
! did a schmucky thing!"
Episode
10:
"The
Group"
Larry runs into an old girlfriend who gets him to accompany her to an incest survivor's
group. Enough said.
Best line: "You're just a big
bowl of wrong."

"Curb" also adheres to the
"Nothing is sacred" credo that
made "Seinfeld" enjoyable for so
many. For example, one episode
surrounds the tragic suicide of a
family relative, and her funeral.
Another features jokes about affirmative action, and pornography
is a heavy theme in another. By
making fun of things that are normally taboo to even talk about, David and the rest of the cast tap into
subjects in society that most comedians are afraid to broach. It's this
real courage (and it is courage) that
probably best explains the devoted
following of the show.
To put it simply, go buy this
DVD, and watch the show every
Sunday at 9:30 on HBO. To those
of us who find normal everyday
life to be such a mind-numbing,
spirit-crushing struggle, "Curb
Your Enthusiasm" is hilarious and
pleasant escapism, one 30 minute
fiasco at a time.

DVD DATA
Rating:

DVD:
Curb Your
Enthusiasm The Complete First
Season
Released by:
HBO Video
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Kylie lean

Butterfly Effect' proves effective
Y NICHOLAS CARUSO

Ashton Kutcher in a drama? I'm sure
•/e were all thinking the same thing. Adam
andler attempted it in 2002. Will Ferrell will
. ursue it later this year. So why are we still
iiocked when comedic actors make the big
enre leap to serious films that contain meanlgful themes and story lines?
Kutcher, best known for his stupid yet
ilarious characters, leaps with ease in the
;cently released drama, "The Butterfly Ef' ict". Written and directed by Eric Bess and
Mackye Gruber (the writers of "Final Desti; ation 2"), the film whisks the audience away
n a journey through time as one man tries to
ive the girl he loves from an inevitable and
agic death.
"You can't change who people are
ithout destroying who they were," but that
oesn't stop Evan Treborn (Kutcher). Ever
nee the age of 7, Evan experienced blackouts
i his memory as a side effect of a disease
nidentified by his doctors. The events of
is traumatic childhood, including a horrifylg experience with the pedofile father of
!S first love Kayleigh Miller (Amy Smart),
orsened Evan's symptoms, often causing
nexplainable behavior. Evan's blackouts
vere uncontrollable.
Thirteen years later and after the unexected death of Kayleigh, Evan discovers he
as the ability to shift back and forth through
me, altering the past in order to prevent Kay:igh's demise. Through his journals written
i his childhood, Evan changes history, but
reates alternate realities more terrifying than
^ality itself. Soon, Evan catches himself in
vicious cycle of repeated pasts and starts to
elieve that saving Kayleigh will come at a
rice, if he can save her at all.
Some people may be turned off by the
1m. Actors are sometimes unsuccessful in
ranching out from their best-known fields,
'owever, with alluring special effects (okay,
D it's NOT "The Matrix"), unexpected plot
vists, and an interesting story line, "But;rfly" has much to offer. Not to mention
lat Kutcher (and Smart too!) actually pulls
off.
Surprisingly, his performance deserves
:cognition. The audience sympathizes
ith Evan and Kayleigh's tortured love, as

fate seems to clash with their lives time and
time again.
Compared to other movies concerning
time travel, "The Butterfly Effect" is no
"Donnie Darko". While watch
ing, some might experience
a sense of the "been there,
done that" syndrome
However, as Evan relives events of his life,
the film is effective
in depicting life as a
series of causes and
effects. Bess and
Gruber succeed
at ruining not
only Evan's life,
but the lives of
Kayleigh and
his friends as
well.
The
words on the
paper tremble, as
if they are falling
off the page. The
walls shake while
brick and plaster
explode to pieces
on the very foundation on which they
stand. Evan's nose
bleeds profusely; sweat
drips off his forehead.
Again, Evan has gone
back in time to remedy
the past and the future,
in hopes of creating a
better life for himself and
Kayleigh.
It is debatable whether
or not Sandier pulled it off in
"Punch Drunk Love". It is yet to be determined if Will Ferrell can deliver. Yet, Ashton
Kutcher has finally shown the audience the
full extent of his capabilities in one of his most
intriguing roles to date.
"The Butterfly Effect" will not be nominated for Best Picture for the 77th Annual
Academy Awards; however, it is an exceptionally entertaining movie that portrays fate
in terms life and love, and the consequences
of intervening with destiny.

Upcoming disc si
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL

Rating:

Movie:
The Butterfly Effect
Starring:
Ashton Kutcher, Amy Smart

Kylie Minogue has just come off her most
successful album in over a decade. A top-10
smash, with two Grammy nominations in hand,
the big question is "Where does she go next?"
The question is being answered definitively
with "Body Language," arriving next Tuesday
on Capitol Records.
Unlike her previous two albums, which
were straight-ahead pure pop albums, this is
a more diverse effort, equally well-crafted,
but feels deeper. Some tracks actually require
a second or third listen before you catch on.
While she isn't reinventing the wheel, she's
taking the quality of music up a notch and
varying things more, making this one of her
strongest albums to date.
First single "Slow" is a prime example.
The incessant groove keeps building, while a
tension-filled chord resonantes throughout the
entire song. The groove is persistent, and the
beat is as catchy as anything she's done in the
past few years. Yet while the single fits well
with her previous catalog, there's something
hinted at that's much more evident in the rest
of the album.
Just listen to the next track, "Still Standing," to get a better idea. The beat is more
sparse than "Slow," and more staccato (although not nearly Destiny's Child staccato),
yet this latest mantra of still being around today, after all this time (a theme visited in her
comeback hit, "Spinning Around," from Light
Years) is extremely catchy, with lush backing
vocals adding a punch into the song that latches
onto you very quickly.
Kylie pushes the envelope musically for
herself, attempting to rap in "Secret (Take You
Home)." Her efforts are a bit more successful
than Madonna's attempt, but obviously she's
no Ludacris.
Once again, she avoids outright ballads,
which keep the album moving, and that ultimately helps the album's flow. There are
slower tracks, and "Slow" really doesn't count.
"Promises," one slower song, is another track
with uses her vocals well.
Kylie's voice isn't nearly as powerful as,
say, Aretha Franklin's or Mariah Carey's, but
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ns a new Language
shows a more polished, diverse side
this album probably makes a better use of the
type of voice she has than any she's released
yet.
There is a mis-step or two here. "Red
Blooded Woman" sounds like a poor attempt
to do something akin to Destiny's Child. It's
slated to be the second single; it's no surprise,
since with all the sparse beats and so forth comparisons are likely to be made. But considering
how original the album is overall, it's a shame
to use such a blatantly commercial track to try
to nail sales here in America.
It would also seem that Kylie is following
in the footsteps of the person most known for
dance-pop in the US, Madonna, who has been
able to successfully reinvent herself a number
of times.
But while Madonna succeeds with the
music for the most part, she's kept her profile
up by shock value - MTV VMA kisses, anyone? Meanwhile, Kylie has pretty much kept
with what got her there - sexy, but not blatantly
shocking.
There's no boobage like Janet at the Super
Bowl - and that's allowing the music to take
center stage.
The album, when put center stage, simply
works. It pushes Kylie up a few more notches
credibility-wise. There's more substance here,
while the style remains intact.
Much is to be said about the producers of
her album; obviously she's chosen her collaborators well, although she also has had an even
bigger hand in songwriting - the most since her
"indie" period (for lack of a better term).
She obviously has figured out how to stick
to her roots, while avoiding "I Should Be So
Lucky" cheese and opting for something a little
more substantial.
Born May 28, 1968 in Melbourne, Austrailia, Kylie's career started with acting jobs
beginning at age 11.
She became extremely famous a few years
later while acting on "Neighbours," a hugely
successful soap opera that aired both in Australia and England.
As a fluke, she recorded "The Loco-Motion" after a charity event where someone
noticed her and suggested she gave it a shot.
That track launched a long career in Brit-

ain, and also netted her a major hit in
the US. As her career continued to
soar overseas, she took control over
her image, ultimately resulting in her
separating from her original producers in the mid-90s. Along the way she
netted over a half-dozen #1 hits in both
the UK and Austrailia.
After a brief flirtation with rock music
in the late 90s, she returned to pop music just
as the teen movement was hitting its stride,
releasing the album "Light Years" in 2000.
The follow-up, "Fever," was previewed
by the hit "Can't Get You Out of My Head," a
song so popular that it brought Kylie back to
the US unexpectedly, and almost unwillingly
- she had given up on us.
But now, she's back, and ready to
become as big here as she's been for
years overseas.
For fans of her last album, this
is an obvious must-have - indeed,
pre-sales at Amazon have already
proven this is a heavily anticipated
album. But for those who are a little
shy about dance-pop, or are looking
for a prime example to test the waters,
you can't do much better than this CD
- this is about as good as it gets - sit
back, listen and enjoy.
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Kylie Minogue
Album:
Body Language
Label:
Capitol
Release Date:
Feb. 10

Congratulations to Brian Gambardella
of the Class of 2004 who has accepted
an offer from Towers Perrin,
as an Associate in the Health and Welfare department.
The Career Planning Center wishes to thank
Howard Crowley for supporting Fairfield's
campus recruiting programs.
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Before they were stars
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

Did you really think that Charles F.
Dolan and Thomas J. Walsh were Fairfield's
only claim to fame?
Just because the university doesn't have
a building named after every graduate who
has "made it big" doesn't mean the success
stops there. Many graduates who don't have
their names on Fairfield buildings yet are
successful because of the hard work they
put into their educations.
Take a look at Chris McCormick '78
who is the President and CEO of L.L.
Bean, Inc.
He graduated from Fairfield with five
of his brothers.
"My parents valued education, and
my father admired the Jesuit approach to
it, so I guess you'd say he pushed us toward
Fairfield," he said in a 2002 interview with
Fairfield Now.
During his time at Fairfield he studied
hard, but also played club football, intramural basketball, ran track, and played
racquetball with the dean of freshmen.
He developed a strong bond with Rev.
Thomas McGrath, S.J. who greatly affected his life.
"He taught me how to look at problems
from many perspectives and to appreciate
diverse points of view. He also said to have
fun in life, no matter what you do."
Robert H. Laska, publisher of the Connecticut Post and president of its newspaper"
group, graduated from Fairfield in 1969. He
is ultimately responsible for all aspects of
the Post's operations. He remembers the
work put into his education, but also what
he got out of it.
"Does anyone really enjoy writing term
papers and taking exams? That being said,
I feel that attending Fairfield was a great
experience for me. Fairfield gave me a great
liberal arts background, especially for a career in journalism where your interests and
activities cover the whole gamut of life,"

"Famous" alumni reap benefits
of a Fairfield education

said Laska.
Many more
graduates have
gotten their "fair
share" out of
Fairfield. Dr. Len
Pietrafesa '65 is
the Director of
External affairs
for the College of
Physical and Mathematical Sciences
at North Carolina
State University.
He was the The
University Corporation of Atmospheric Research's
2002 National
Champion of Science, and won a
customized spot
on the Wheaties
box for promoting
science on Capitol
Hill.
Contributed photo
Entertainment
Breakfast of champions: Have breakfast with Fairfield alum Dr
has utilized FairLen Pietrafesa '65
field graduates'
You can tune into New York City's
talents as well.
Just look at Michael Quinlan '75, a tele- television channels and watch comedian
vision actor. He has appeared as "Prosky" Alexandra McHale/who has appeared on
in a 1996 Law and Order episode about a "New Joke City" and "Gotham."
If you've watched any of the yearly
slain jogger in Central Park.
He also appeared as "William Sand- Super Bowls, chances are you've caught a
ers" in a 2003 episode about the search for glimpse of Tommy Okon '91, the little boy
a terrorizing sniper, based on the Oct. 2002 in the famous commercial with "Mean Joe
sniper shootings in suburban Maryland, Greene" of Temple Dunbar and the Pittsburgh Steelers. The commercial was voted
Virginia and Washington, D.C.
He was in "Hack" as "Captain" in 2002, by USA Today readers as the "Best Super
Bowl Spot Ever." Everyone remembers the
and "Ed" as "Marty Senn" in 2003.
Jim Wilbur, John King and Denis line, "Here, kid. Catch," when Tommy is
Saulnier '86 are members of the band thrown a Coke.
In the world of sports, Christopher
Superchunk, and have released 12 albums.
They even mention Fairfield University Arena '93 and Brian Keegan '94 are emin their description of their first album at ployed at the National Basketball Association helping build the global NBA brand and
Superchunk.com.

the sport of basketball worldwide.
Thomas F. Bisignano '82 is the Director
of Special Events for The Walt Disney Co.
Foundation. He is responsible for finding
sports events that fit the eight state-of-theart venues at Disney's Wide World of Sports
complex. He has also served Disney as the
manager of Walt Disney Attractions Sport
Sales, manager of entertainment planning
with Disney Entertainment, and account
manager of Disney Resort Sales and foodand-beverage manager at Magic Kingdom
and Epcot.
You can read Fairfield graduates' books
at your local bookstore. Mary Beth Tackman
Miller '87 is the author of the award winning
novel, "Aimee." Her book, which battles
issues regarding teenage suicide, won the
American Library Association's Best Book
for Young Adults Award in 2002. "Aimee"
was on Barnes and Noble's selection as
one of the "Best of 2002" in their teen category, was the Colorado Blue Spruce Book
for 2003, and the International Reading
Association's Honor Book in the Children's
Book Awards for Young Adults. New York
Public Library also named it the "Best Book
for the Teenaged" last year.
Along with Miller, Fairfield also graduated M.K. Kauffman, the author of the novel
"The Right Moves." Bob Murphy '71, the
Senior VP of Hard News at ABC News,
and Chris Sachs '79, who is a publisher of
"National Geographic Adventure" are also
proud Fairfield graduates.
With just a little look into the lives of
some of Fairfield's successful alumni, any
current student can see how much your
education here offers you once you leave
with a diploma in hand.
Writer Ayn Rand once said, "Check
your road and the nature of your battle. The
world you desired can be won, it exists, it is
real, it is possible, it's yours." When you're
reading, writing papers, and studying for exams this year, ask yourself: what do I want
out of my Fairfield education?

Students damned over debt load
BY MICHAEL THEILE

Congratulations, you have
just graduated Fairfield University. Now here is a $25,000 loan
you have to pay off.
"I'm not looking forward to
paying off my loans," said Brian
LaBelle '05. "Having to pay 10
grand is a lot, especially when I
will have to pay rent and car payments. It's a lot of money that will
decrease from my income."
Fairfield does try to help students when it comes time for them
to pay off their loans, according to
Erin Chiaro, senior associate director of financial aid.
The school distributed over $20
million in financial aid this year.
"We like to work with stu-

dents and give them a six month
grace period until they have to
start paying off their loans," said
Chiaro. "We will also reduce
their debt if a student makes -39
payments on time."
There were 1,876 students
awarded grants or scholarships
this year. And the average debt of
a 2003 graduate was $25,194.
Students scramble to find
on-campus work or get a job off
campus to help defer the cost of
loans or to make extra spending
money.
"It's good to work on campus
because I can use it as spending
money," said Vicki Giaquinto '05,
who works at the library. "They are
not excessive hours that take away
from my studying or free time. It's

really not that demanding."
Giaquinto said she is supposed to use the money to put to
her loans, but she doesn't feel it's
adequate enough to do that.
"I don't think I earn anything
close that would help me with my
loans, so I just use it for spending
money. I am not concerned with
paying off my loans now."
Fairfield University jobs may
not pay enough for some students, so they seek employment
off campus.
"On campus jobs don't pay
enough money, where I can use it
to pay off my loans," said LaBelle,
who works for a venture capital
firm. "I maintain a year round
Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror
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No sweat: Janet Early '06 works hard for her money at the RecPlex.
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cover costs
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job in order to start setting aside money to
eventually pay them off. Having a job subtracts from my free time and it adds stress to
my life, but I know the money I am making
now will help me down the road."
Some don't have the option to have a
job because of their rigorous schedule.
"I have considered getting a job, but
because of time constraints with athletics
and academic work, it's just not possible,"
said Colin Torrance '04, who is co-captain
of the tennis team. "I haven't thought about
my loans, but when I graduate I will be at a
disadvantage being in debt."
Frank Marx '04 applied for financial
aid, but after two years he decided to decline
the economic support.
"All I ended up getting was the meager
Federal Stafford loan," said Marx. "Based
on the fact it was a minimal amount relative
to my tuition, I decided it would be better to
pay tuition out right."
Marx now has already started to pay off
his loans from his first two years of college.
"It's more of a relief knowing that I will
not have to pay loans when I graduate."

FEBRUARY

5,2004 JJ

A quick study: online sites speed up reading
BY BRYNNE FORMATO

Is "The Odyssey" too long for your
taste? Kant's "Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals" seem like it's written in another language? Have no fear,
SparkNotes are here.
SparkNotes.com and other online services like PinkMonkey.com are available
to students who seek explanations of literature, philosophy, even physics—free of
charge. With a range of subjects spanning
the fields of mathematics, history, heath and
even computer science, these study aids are
becoming more and more like primary texts
for students all over the country.
"I think reading them [SparkNotes] in
combination with the book will help you get
an excellent understanding of what the author
is trying to say," said Lauren Gagalis '05.
Some students believe that there is no
point in reading the book at all, especially
when you can get such a detailed analysis
and summary from SparkNotes, a modern
day online version of Cliffs Notes.
"Forget stressing out about reading a
book," said Devon Kelly '04. "I'll just go
to SparkNotes, they are really detailed and
pretty much all you need."
Although many students choose to use

LSAT

How would
you score?

GMAT
GRE

Elizabeth Cooper/The Mirror

Quick center: A student speeds up his
academic experience with SparkNotes.
the online "cheat sheets," it doesn't mean
that everyone abandons books, the good
old staple of education.
"Nothing is better than reading when it
comes to the material, but SparkNotes are
amazing," said Bill Armstrong '05. "However, I always do more research to get stuff
SparkNotes might not have gotten."
Another perk for SparkNotes users is
that this service is absolutely free. Sure,
you have to register and become a member to have free reign on the web site, but
there are no charges or fees that come with
becoming a member.
However, SparkNotes offers more
than just a quick catch-up on last night's
hOmeworkf Forget your copy of "Withering Heights" at home? No problem, head
to your nearest computer and you can
read the actual text, along with dozens
of other books. There are also SAT and
ACT preparation tests along with message

boards where you can interact with other
users and ponder the classics.
Like SparkNotes, Pinkmonkey.com allows web surfers to find summaries of over
365 books, including recent literature in
their MonkeyNotes. Their Web site prides
itself on being "one of the most highly trafficked education resource sites on the Internet," along with being a "G-rated, child
safe and teacher recommended site."
Are students relying too much on these
online sources? Philosophy professor Dr.
Curtis Naser believes SparkNotes and
other web sites like them have both pros
and cons.
"If it helps them get a hold of the text,
I don't care," said Naser. However, Naser
warns "I intentionally ask questions that
cannot be answered by those things."
"How much do you pay for this education?" Naser asked. "If someone relies
on that in lieu of reading the text they are
wasting their time."
English professor Michael White
agreed.
"Clearly those students who use such
things [in the absence of reading the entire
book, as well] are cheating themselves,"
White said. "I don't so much consider it
cheating me or the university or other students as I do the fact it deprives the students
that perpetrate it."
Nothing beats the original material,
according to White. "Students who read
the books, especially literature, will have
the last laugh."

Renfrew Center Services at
Fairfield University

MCAT
Take a FREE practice test at
Kaplan's Test Drive and find out.
Free Practice LSAT on February 7th at 10am
Free Practice GMAT on February 7th, at 2pm
Free Practice GRE on February 10th at 6pm
Free Practice MCAT on February 22nd at noon
All tests held at Fairfield University.

To register, call or visit us online today!

KAPLAN

1-800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com/testdrive

RSLEW CENTER

At The Renfrew Center,
we've helped more than
35,000 women from around
the world overcome issues
with food and weight.

The Renfrew Center now offers assessments and
individual and nutritional therapy on campus. For
more information about these services or to schedule
an appointment, call Counseling Services at ext. 2146.
For information about more intensive services offered at
our local site in Wilton, call 1-800-RENFREW or visit
www.renfrewcenter.com.
Treating Anorexia, Bulimia and Binge Eating
Disorder since 1985

Test Prep and Admissions
*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

Southern Connecticut • New York • Northern New
Jersey Philadelphia & Bryn Mawr, PA
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HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

Boobs and beer: the Super Bowl
Ithough it seems that everyone
from ages eight to 80 watches the
Super Bowl, it is blatantly obvious
that the event is geared toward a certain
demographic of the population: men.
The Super Bowl is the quintessential
opportunity for men to get together to
celebrate two teams of gigantic dudes
beating the crap out of each other in the
name of sport, and there is no better way
to observe this sacred day than by throwing a party.
The ideal Super Bowl party has the following elements; a bunch of guys, multiple
televisions, a keg, and unlimited Buffalo
wings. I love women, they are wonderful
creatures. Nevertheless I have about as
much need for them at a Super Bowl party
as I do a gift certificate to a DKNY outlet.
Advertisers don't market toward
women on Super Bowl Sunday anyways.
The makers of Midol and Tampax knew
better than to pay the $2.3 million for a 30
second spot on CBS.
Chevy Trucks, Cadillac, Bud Light,
Levitra and Cialis were some of the major
players in advertising this year. There is a
lot of humor in the underlying message sent

to men this year that even if you have a nice *
car and a lot of beer, your wiener must be *
functional in order for you to be cool.
*
Most of the commercials this year *
sucked, but even worse was the goofy *
pre-game show. The loss of our country's *
astronauts is a shame, and I do not intend *
to dismiss it as a trivial event. Yet I do feel *
that it is unnecessary to use the Super Bowl ,
as a platform for honoring NASA's next *
crop of astronauts.
Equally as bad as the pre-game show «
this year was the half-time show. It is ex- •
tremely boring to watch TRL's finest per- *
form last years hits. Janet Jackson showed ,
us her boob. Big deal. I can get a better rise *
out of watching scrambled porn.
The one thing that didn't disappoint,
this year was the game itself. Congratula-«
tions to the Patriots and Panthers, they had *
the entire viewing audience on the edge of ,
their seats for the duration of the fourth *
quarter.
That's the way it should be.
.
Hopefully all future Super Bowls will «
be that exciting so the focus stays on the *
game and away from stupid celebrities and ,
their attempts to boost their careers.
*

For many guys, the Super Bowl is the
highlight of the year. Bigger than the
Stanley Cup, larger than the World
Series, it's a joining of men around the
world, sitting around a TV and watching
extremely oversized men run around in
tight pants hitting each other for three
hours. That is about as masculine as you
can get.
But in all honesty, it truly is like a holiday for many guys. Just like Christmas, supermarkets are packed with women buying
all the necessities for the event—all trying
to grab the last bag of chips or wings.
Liquor stores sell out the day before
for those manly men who need cases of
Schaefer and Pabst to complete the evening.
People spend hours on the phone figuring
out where they are going and what they
are bringing. And the best part, "Let's sit
around a TV and watch a game." Ooh,
what fun.
But there are a few things that I do
enjoy about the Super Bowl and I'm sure
other females agree with me as their boyfriends drag them to this oh so fun-filled
evening.. .the commercials and halftime.
Now, normally, I am excited for the

commercials and the halftime show, yet this
year it seemed to be less than exceptional,
unless you have a penis and fantasize about
seeing Janet Jackson's breast every night.
And we already know that Kid Rock is the
American Bad Ass.
The whole point of the Super Bowl is
to provide entertainment, which of course,
the game did, but the halftime show should
have been a little more up to date ... possibly the event planners should have thought
about gettingThe Darkness?
But if they were going to stick with the
TRL/pop theme, I'm sure there are newer
songs that would have been better. The
game is already enough excitement for
the guys,. Why show Janet's breast? What
about JT's package for the ladies?
The commercials were ehh, besides the
donkey that dreamed of being a Clydesdale.
Or the monkey that had better pick up lines
than some guys here at Fairfield—guys, you
could learn from this wise monkey.
Congratulations Patriots and fans. The
fourth quarter was exciting, or so the guys
I was with say. Just like that little donkey,
dreams can come true, even for Boston
fans.
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Club on the run
Track and field club ready
to make an appearance this year

Bill McBain/The Mirror

The run down: Some of the club together before practice. President Stephanie Stote
'05 and Vice President Colleen Brasser '05 stand on the far left, respectively.

BY CHANDANA RAVI

Fairfield University is one of only
three schools in the MAAC that does not
have an indoor and outdoor varsity track
and field team.
Even as a club sport, the school has had
problems getting enough interest to have a
full team. This year, the track and field
team consists of approximatly 10 people,
both men and women, some of which are
on the varsity cross country team.
This is an improvement from last year.
There were neither men's nor women's track
teams because of a lack of interest.
"We held a few practices, but everyone
seemed to have other obligations," said club
President Stephanie Stote '05.
The club was originally supposed to
be coached by cross country coach Andrew
Harrington, but he recently resigned and has
since moved to Florida. It is now up to the
president to organize everything.
Since track is technically a club sport at
Fairfield they were allotted $3,000, which
was not used. This year, however, the team
plans on using the full amount.
Stote said the money will be distributed
for the entry fees for meets, team uniforms
and transportation to and from the meet
sites.
The first meet, which does not have a
scheduled date as of yet, is planned to take
place at the famous Armory in New York
City.
The Armory is in northern Manhattan
and is one of the country's fastest indoor

ATHENA

DINER - RESTAURANT

Im
*\h\<

www.cjuinnip iac.edu
j>* ■ 4

Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Card

Thanks for voting
us best diner!

BEST DINER

^W^'''':: • -m^ff':':"ififoi"

pgf«

BEVERLY
SPA ©NAILS

170 Post Road
Fairfield, CT 06824
(203) 256-8791

Monday/Tuesday Specials
Manicure & Pedicure $20 (reg. $25}
Waxing 25% off

Student Special
10% off with Stag Card

2000,2001, 2002 -The Mirror

Open 24 Hours, 7 Days
All major credit cards accepted

O

aasawffifrW

{except Monday & Tuesday)

3350 Post Road
Southport, CT 06890
(203) 259-0603

55

rrgggi

Mm*

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines o Beer

tracks, as well as the future site of the National Track and Field Hall of Fame.
"Big name runners, such as Alan Webb
[fastest mile time ever recorded by a high
school athlete] have run there, so it is going
to be a great experience just to run there. It
is a fast track, so we are expecting to hit our
4x800 personal record," Brasser said.
The 4x800, which is comprised of
Kristine Lynch '04, Colleen Brasser '05,
possibly Shannon Kenefick '06 and anchored by Stote, promises to be one of the
strongest events for the team, since all four
members are on the women's varsity cross
country team.
Although Kenefick has not yet committed to the club, members are optimistic that
she will run the event.
Though this group has yet to run an
official meet together, Stote is aiming for
an approximate time of 9:30.
For the most part, if a college student is
on a cross country team and that school has
a varsity track team, it is required that they
run on all three teams: cross county, indoor
and outdoor track.
The team is only a club, but members
do not rule out the possibility of the sport
becoming varsity. Loyola, another team in
the MAAC, added a women's varsity track
and field team this year, and members hope
that Fairfield will soon follow.
"I would really like to see Fairfield get
a varsity program [in track and field]." said
Stote. "Track and field is completely different in pace and style than cross country, and
it would make us better runners overall."

We also do:
facials, body massage,
wraps, acrylic tips,
and spa manicures & pedicures.
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Versatile Vitulli
Swim star sets records in many events
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

For many college athletes, setting a
school record exemplifies the pinnacle of
success. For Fairfield University swimmer
Frank Vitulli, however, breaking school
records is simply all in a days work.
Vitulli, a senior from Elmont, N.Y., has
established himself in again and again during his career at Fairfield, setting individual
records in six different events, including
four during the 2003-04 season.
"Frank is really someone to look up to,"
said teammate Tom Scappaticci '06, who
swam against Vitulli in high school.
"We come from the same high school
conference so I can specifically look up to
him," said Scappaticci.
"He works so hard and that's the reason
he gets [school records]," said fellow teammate Sean Killelea '06. "He puts his teammates first and he's a real good captain. If
anyone deserves [success], he does."
While Vitulli's hard work has contributed to his success and vast improvement
over the past few seasons, he attributes
much of his success to his teammates, as
their efforts have assisted him in reaching
his goals as a swimmer.
"The team has changed its whole attitude about swimming and everyone puts

more effort into practice than they did before," he said. "The whole team has turned
around and everyone really works hard."
While Scappaticci agrees the whole
team has been working extremely hard, he
acknowledges the extra effort constantly
present in Vitulli.
"All the guys have had a lot of dedication, especially Frank," he said. "Plus he's
always into how everyone is swimming,
always making sure everyone is doing
their best."
In a meet against St. Francis College
on Jan. 16, Vitulli broke two school marks,
taking first place in the 100m free with a
time of 55.33 and the 200m free with a time
of 1:58.29.
A little more than a week later, Vitulli
stepped up to the challenge again, setting
school records in the 400m free (4:15.09)
and 800m free (8:36.10) on Senior Day
against Holy Cross.
"The 800m free against Holy Cross has
been my favorite race of the season," said
Vitulli. "All my family and friends were in
the stands cheering me on. It was a great
race and I broke the record."
Vitulli and his teammates hope to continue to work hard and improve as they prepare to travel to the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference Championship in Baltimore on

Bill McBaln/The Mirror
Breaking records: Vitulli is among the top male swimmers in Fairfield's history.

Feb. 19.
While the championships are still a few
weeks away, the team has already begun preparing, tapering down workouts to ensure
maximum effort come race time.
"We just started tapering and everyone is getting really pumped," said Scappaticci.
"We know it's go time and that everyone is expecting to do their best. We have
a good chance of placing well."
Last year the men placed fourth overall,
led by two strong third place overall finishes
by Vitulli, in which he set school records
in the 1000m free (9:53.57) and the 1650m
free (16:38.46).
"We hope to continue our hard work
and hope to improve in the MAAC's this
year," Vitulli said.

While at this point Vitulli is uncertain
of which event he will compete in for the
championship, he remains flexible, hoping
that his versatility as a swimmer will benefit
his team's overall standing.
"I am willing to swim different races
depending on where the team needs me,"
he said.
As for Vitulli's personal expectations
for his final MAAC Championship, he
remains fixed on improving as well as ending his collegiate career on a final, positive
note.
"I just wanted to improve but I never
planned on improving this much," he said.
"I'm going to give it all I have and just see
what I can do. After this it's over. It's my
final farewell."

JOHN C. WHITEHEAD
SCHOOL OF DIPLOMACY AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
HALL
3170 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228

The Best of Taco Loco!
Best Outdoor Heated Patio! A great place to
have fun. Casual, warm, fun and comfortable.
BeSt Margaritas! For one thing... ours are fresh! Re
Real
Margaritas! Lime, Strawberry, Peach, Mango, Banana and...

. Best Mexican Food! Steak Burritos, Shrimp Tacos,

The John C. Whitehead School of
Diplomacy and International
Relations prepares students from
around the world to be effective and
ethical leaders in their professional
careers. Through a unique link with
the United Nations, students are
exposed to today's leaders and policymakers while experiencing diplomacy
at work.
Innovative programs in global studies and leadership include:

Vegetarian Enchiladas, Poppers, The Very Best Wings, Nachos,
Mexican Pizzas, and more! Always Fresh & Delicious!

• Graduate, undergraduate and five-year combined B.S./M.A. programs

Best Happy Hour! Mexican Munchies & Happy Hour

• Dual graduate degrees with law, business, public service,
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Mon-Fri 3:00 pm-6:30 pm

• Internships with the U.N., business, government, and NGOs
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Mon-Fri 1 1:30 am-2:30 pm. Over 25 items and includes a Free
Margarita, Draft or Soft Drink, only S9.95/pp.

• Best Prices Anywhere! we offer student discounts.

• Specializations in human rights, economics and finance, negotiation
and conflict management, area studies and a new initiative on global
health and international security
• Intensive study seminars at UN. headquarters, the European Union and
our main campus just 14 miles from New York City
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need momentum for MAAC
Seven more conference games left to improve standings
Elser (1988-92) and Tasia Turkalo (198488) for tenth place on the all time Fairfield
A talented group of returning players. scoring list.
Boston College transfer McManus
A freshmen class with potential.
A new assistant coach with a national showed why she is a Big East caliber
championship. And a coach with 30 years player, leading the way with a game high
20 points on eight of 14 shooting. McManus
of experience.
Sounds like a pretty good scenario for and Isidora rank one and two on the team,
respectively, in scoring.
the Fairfield women's basketball team.
Despite play that has been at times brilThe MAAC coaches agreed, picking
the Stags as the pre-season favorite to win liant, the results are not there, making allthe league and represent it in the NCAA around improvement necessary if they want
to represent the MAAC in the first round.
tournament.
So, is a first-round bid to play in the
However, entering tonight's home
game against St. Peter's, the Stags are a NCAAs in Bridgeport, although only miles
dismal 6-14 overall, and an even scarier away, out of reach?
4-6 in the MAAC.
No. Arguably the best thing about
On the surface, the stats just don't add the so-called small conferences is that
up, but upon taking a closer look at the everything hinges on the conference tourseason, one can make a little bit of sense nament.
The best example of this is the 1997
out of it.
Fairfield men, who won just
This team hasn't been
13 games in the regular seabad, but it has been inconson but went on to give North
sistent.
Carolina all it could handle in
It has scorers. Plenty of
the first round of the NCAA
them, in fact.
tournament.
But Friday's loss to Siena
So whatever has gone
is a good example of how a
wrong so far in the regular
team effort would have been
season could be dismissed as
extremely beneficial.
a few bumps in the road.
The women got a valIf the Stags can start to
iant scoring effort by Ivana
put things together, it won't
Podruj '06, who poured in a
matter that before the win
career high 22 points, but the
over Loyola they had lost
team's three active leading
ISIDORA
four straight games, nor will
scorers, Janelle McManus
it matter that they own a 3-10
'05, Cathy Dash '05 and
Schrene Isidora '04, had only 17 points record on the road.
A good start would certainly be a
combined.
The team's third leading scorer, win tonight at home against St. Peter's.
Marybeth Chartier '04, is still out with a The Peacocks come in at 11-8, 6-4 in the
concussion she suffered Jan. 18 in a loss to league.
League competition is far from over.
Manhattan.
The women still have seven more
She has been out for two weeks and is
MAAC games: Iona (twice), Canisius, Ninot sure when she will be returning.
Dash has also missed action due to a agra, Marist, Rider and Loyola round out
broken nose and now plays with a protec- the regular season before the team heads to
Albany for the MAAC tournament.
tive mask.
Earlier this season, coach Dianne Nolan
Along with Isidora, Dash, McManus,
and Chartier, Candice Lindsay '07 was said she had "high hopes that her team will
expected to be a major contributor. For the be making an appearance on the court rather
than in the stands."
most part, she has been.
Chartier agrees that such a statement
The product of New York's Christ the
King High School, which is famous for spit- is still feasible.
"It's all about who is playing well at the
ting out basketball stars, the freshman has
been as solid as anyone, ranking fifth on the end of the regular season. I think the team
team with 7.5 points per game and second who wins will have at best a 500 record,"
said Chartier.
with six rebounds per game.
According to Chartier, it took a little
Although she is a only in her first year
on the squad, she has valid comments on her longer than expected to click as a team on
the court, and Lindsay says that they are
team's weaknesses.
"We definitely have to push the ball now on track.
"We're bringing it together right now,"
more and rebound better," said Lindsay.
On a more positive note, the women said Lindsay.
When asked if she and her teammates
have recently had convincing wins over
had
a
chance to play on their home court
Loyola (66-58) and Rider (72-55) with
in
March,
she replied with a calmness
some laudable performaces from the upper
and confidence beyond her years. "Oh, of
classmen.
Against Rider, Isidora passed Trish course," she said.
BY BEN DOODY

Contributed photo

Hurting for help: Cathy Dash '05, one of the team's leading scorers, goes up strong to
the basket earlier this season. She has missed some action due to a broken nose.

